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An exception is imprecise if the processor 
state when an exception is raised 

does not look exactly as if the instructions 
were executed sequentially 

in a strict program order 
— Hennessy & Patterson, 5th ed, 2012
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An exception is precise if on taking the exception, 
the [register and memory] state is consistent with 
[...] having executed all the instructions up to [...] 

where the exception was taken, and none afterwards 
–– The Arm Architecture Reference Manual
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